Ontogeny of bovine neurohypophysial hormone precursors. II. Foetal copeptin, the third domain of the vasopressin precursor.
Vasopressin, MSEL-neurophysin and a glycopeptide, here referred to as copeptin, are three fragments of a common protein precursor processed during axonal transport from hypothalamus to neurohypophysis. Neurohormones and neurophysins purified from 7-9-month-old bovine foetuses have previously been shown to be identical with those found in the adult. Copeptin has now been isolated from 7-9-month and 3-month-old bovine foetuses and chemically characterized. It can be concluded from the nature of the three precursors that the same vasopressin gene is expressed in the adult and the 7-9-month-old foetus.